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applicable to societies whose rates of subscription were counted in shillings or pence. The expense of proceedings and- the difficulty of proving ownership in common funds was such as to amount to practical refusal of justice, and several scandalous cases occurred in which the embezzlement of the funds of unions was thus allowed to go unpunished. The state of the law was such as to promote and encourage fraud and injustice. There was no sense in trying to discourage unions by indirect means, which did not prevent their formation, but which obliged the members either to suffer from fraud or else to resort to violent means of redress, such as is practised upon " welchers " at a race meeting.
Under the present state of the law, however (Trades Union Acts, 1871 and 1876), great facilities are enjoyed by unions. They can hold land and other property in the names of trustees, and can carry on all legal proceedings in the trustees' names. They have remedy on summary conviction for any fraud or illegality on the part of their officers. Members' property in the union funds can be transmitted at death without a will, and various other facilities are enjoyed, as described in the Report of the Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies, 1877, p. 32. It is remarkable, however, that very few trades societies have availed themselves of these advantages, the number in 1878 being only 177, compared with 17,776 registered societies of other kinds. Possibly the necessity of registering the rules has had a deterrent influence in some cases.
It is a matter worthy of consideration, however, whether the Legislature ought not finally to give up its jealousy of associative action, by recognising in law